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My memories of the 1918 flu epidemic

1 had just read about the
1918-19 flu epidemic so 1
thought 1 would put my
memories down too, before
they "slip my mind” as I am
over 95 years old but still
have memories of olden
times.

It was the latter part of
1918 that the flu hit ouwr
family. So many people
died at that time, sometimes
more than one in a family.

Six in our family were
down at the same time. Only
my oldest sister, who was
17 years old, was there lo
take care of all of us. The
doctor from Daggett, Dr.
Landshorough, would come
out to our farm, which was
seven miles from town, o
bring us medicine. 1 can still

remember how bitter that
stuff was, He would pat my
sister on the back and say,
"Keep up the good work,
they all need you,"

So the full load of chores
fell on her shovlders, 1 don't
remember all the details but
I can't understand how she
did it all. Those days we did
not have electricity or run-
ning water in the house so
that had to be carried in from
the well which was quite a
distance from the house. We

had wood burning stoves so

a neighbor came over to
carry wood to the open
porch so that was some help
for my sister,

The cows were kept in a
one-story log barn with the
hay barn connected to it but
you had to go outside to go
from one bam to the other.

The horse barn was & little
farther away with the “little
house" behind that. It was a
very cold winter with a lot
of snow, We had six or
seven cows o milk twice a
day--by hand. They had to
be let out to drink water
which had 1o be pumped--by
hand. After potting them
back in the bamn, they had to
be fed. The hay was carried
by armfulls from the hay
barn to the cow and horse
barns. Must have taken
many trips.

Oh yes, there were the
barns to clean too - shovel
the manure out the back
doors. We also had pigs and
chickens so that was some
more extra work.

When the milking was
done, there was always the
separating as we only sold

cream -- milk was not sold
in those days. That job
alone was quite strenuous --
turning that crank for a long
time.

1 just don't know how my
sister managed to do every-
thing -- all the chores be-
sides taking care of all the
sick ones. But she musl
have taken good care of all
of us as we all survived.
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